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REQUEST FOR A CERTIFICATE OF CORRECTION 



SIR: 



We request a Certificate of Correction under 37 C.F.R. 1 .322, to correct Claim 25 (formerly claim 
28) which was incorrectly listed at column 11, line 58, as: "... processing program, such draw ..." 
Please change the same to read: "... processing program, said program execution device including a 
memory wherein the draw processing program is stored, such draw . . • 

Please also correct claim 33 (formerly claim 37) which was incorrectly listed at column 12, line 
51, as: " . . . computer comprising Please change the same to read: "... computer, said 

computer including a memory wherein the draw processing program is stored, said draw processing 
program comprising 

Please also correct claim 39 (formerly claim 43) which was incorrectly listed at column 14, line 
41, as: " . . . processing program, the draw . • . Please change the same to read: "... processing 
program, said program execution device including a memory wherein the draw processing program 
is stored, the draw . . . 

Attached, please find a copy of the Notice of Allowability mailed on September 22, 2006, which 
includes an Examiner's Amendment making the above-noted changes.. 
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CERTIFICATE OF CORRECTION 

PATENT NO : 7,167,600 q 

DATED : January 23, 2007 

INVENTOR(S) : Hiroshi Yamamoto 

It is certified that error appears in the above-identified patent and that said Letters Patent 
are hereby corrected as shown below: 

Claim 25 column 1 1, line 58: "-processing program, such draw-" should be changed to "~ 
processing program, said program execution device including a memory wherein the draw 
processing program is stored, such draw-". 

Claim 33 column 12, line 50: "-computer comprising :-" should be changed to "--computer, said 
computer including a memory wherein the draw processing program is stored, said draw 
processing program comprising :— ". 

Claim 39 column 14, line 41: "-processing program, the draw-" should be changed to "- 
processing program, said program execution device including a memory wherein the draw 
processing program is stored, the draw-". 



MAILING ADDRESS OF SENDER: PATENT NO. ^'^^^^^^^ 



Katten Muchln Rosenmaii LLP D No. of additional copies 

575 Madison Avenue q 

New York, New York 10022-2585 q ^ 

Burden Hour Statement: This form is estimated to take 1 .0 hour to complete. Time will vary depending upon the needs of the individual case. Any 
comments on the amount of time you are required to complete this form should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, Patent and Trademark 
Office, Washington, DC 20231 . DO NOT SEND FEES cJr COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Assistant Commissioner for 
Patents, Washington, DC 20231 . 
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THE ISSUE FEE AND PUBLICATION FEE (IF REQUIRED) MUST BE PAID WITHIN THREE MONTHS FROM THE 
f^}\:}^^^r. ^^'^^ ™^ NOTICE OR THIS APPLICATION SHALL BE REGARDEDAS KnSdnS? TH^^ 
S^A-^^pU'l^r ^g^^^g^^ ^ EXTENDFO. SEE 35 U.S.C. 151. THE ISSUE FEE DUE INDICATED ABOVE D^ 
NOT REFLECT A CREDIT FOR ANY PREVIOUSLY PAID ISSUE FEE IN THIS APPLICATION IF AN ISSUE FEE HAS 
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WILL BE CONSroERED A REQUEST TO REAPPLY THE PREVIOUSLY PAID ISSUE FEE TOWARD THE ISSUE FEE NOW 
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B. If applicant claimed SMALL ENTITY status before, or is now 
claiming SMALL ENTITY status, check box 5a on Part B - Fee(s) 
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thepaper as an equivalent of Part B. © & 

III. All communications regarding this application must give the application number. Please direct all communications prior to issuance to 
Mail Stop ISSUE FEE unless advised to the contrary. 

IMPORTANT REMINDER: Utility patents issuing on applications filed on or after Dec. 12, 1980 may require payment of 
mamtenance fees. It is patentee's responsibility to ensure timely payment of maintenance fees when due. 
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1. Change of correspondence address or indication of "Fee Address" (37 
CFR1,J63). 

□ Change of correspondence address (or Change of Correspondence 
Address form PTO/SB/ 1 22) attached. 

□ "Fee Address" indication (or "Fee Address" Indication form 
PTO/SB/47; Rev 03-02 or more recent) attached. Use of a Customer 
Number is required. 



2. For printing on the patent front page, list 

(1) the names of up to 3 registered patent attorneys 
or agents OR, alternatively, 

(2) the name of a single firm (having as a member a 
registered attorney or agent) and the names of up to 
2 registered patent attorneys or agents. If no name is 
listed, no name will be printed. 



1 Katten Muchin 



Rosenraan LLP 



3. ASSIGNEE NAME AND RESIDENCE DATA TO BE PRINTED ON THE PATENT (print or type) 

5 identified b 
Conipletion 



PLEASE NOTE: Unless an assignee is identified below, no assignee data will appear on the patent. If an assignee is identified below, the document has been filed for 
recordation as set forth in 37 CFR 3.11. Completion of this form is NOT a substimte for filing an assignment. 



(A) NAME OF ASSIGNEE 

Sony Computer Enter taimnent Inc. 



(B) RESIDENCE: (CITY and STATE OR COUNTRY) 



Please check the appropriate assignee category or categories (will not be printed on the patent) : □ Individua l JSj Corporation or other private group entity □ Government 

4a. The following fee(s) are submitted: 
^ Issue Fee 

"SPublication Fee (No small entity di^unt permitted) 
IS Advance Order - # of Copies ^ 



4b. Payment of Fee(s): (Please first reapply any previously paid issue fee shown above) 

□ A check is enclosed. 

Q Payment by credit card. Form PTO-2038 is attached. 

BlThe Director is hereby authorized to charge the reauired fee(s), any deficiency, or credit any 
overpayment, to Deposit Account Number ^CJsL^O (enclose an extra copy of this form). 



5. Change in Entity Status (from status indicated above) 

□ a. Applicant claims SMALL ENTITY status. See 37 CFR 1.27. 



□ b. Applicant is no longer claiming SMALL ENTITY status. See 37 CFR 1.27(g)(2). 



NOTE: The Issue Fee and Publication Fee (if required) will not be accepted from anyone other than the applicant; a registered attorney or agent; or the assignee or other party in 
interest as shown by the records of the United Spates Paten^^^ Trademaiic Office. 
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Date 



Registration No. 



This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.31 1. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the USPTO to process) 
an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 12 minutes to complete, including gathering, prepanng and 
submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you require to complete 
this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P O 
Box 1450, Alexwicfna, Virg^^^^^^ DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Conimissionef foTPatente, P^^^ 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450. 

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it displays a valid 0MB control number. 
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Determination of Patent Term Adjustment under 35 U.S.C. 154 (b) 

(application filed on or after May 29, 2000) 

The Patent Term Adjustment to date is 706 day(s). If the issue fee is paid on the date that is three months after the 
mailing date of this notice and the patent issues on the Tuesday before the date that is 28 weeks (six and a half 
months) after the mailing date of this notice, the Patent Term Adjustment will be 706 day(s). 

If a Continued Prosecution Application (CPA) was filed in the above-identified application, the filing date that 
determines Patent Term Adjustment is the filing date of the most recent CPA. 

Applicant will be able to obtain more detailed information by accessing the Patent Application Information Retrieval 
(PAIR) WEB site (http://pair.uspto.gov). 

Any questions regarding the Patent Term Extension or Adjustment determination should be directed to the Office of 
Patent Legal Administration at (571)-272-7702. Questions relating to issue and publication fee payments should be 
directed to the Customer Service Center of the Office of Patent Publication at l-(888)-786-0101 or 
(571)-272-4200. 
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A .. . • u " DA TE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address- 

Mi claims being allowable. PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
m«t1I1?= i^eP/fy^^'y ^ of Allowance {PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course THIS 

^ul^f^^ ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application Is subject to withdraws l fS,m iiu?at me inEve 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1 .31 3 and MPEP 1 308. » o di me inioanve 

1 . EI This communication is responsive to 7/2W6 . 

2. ^ The allowed claim(s) is/are 1-2. 4-11. 13-20. 22-29. 31^3 and rertumhered as 1-39 . 

3. ^ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(a)-(d) or (0- 

a) S All b) □ Some* c) □ None of the: 

1 . S Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. 



3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 
International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements 
noted below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application requirements 
THIS THREE-MONTH PERIOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE. 

^* 1?1^S?J'^^^^ ^^^^ DECLARATION must be submitted. Note the attached EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT or NOTICE OF 
INFORMAL PATENT APPLICATION (PTai52) which gives reason(s) why the oath or declaratton rdSent 

5. □ CORRECTED DRAWINGS ( as "replacement sheets") must be submitted. 

(a) □ including changes required by the Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review ( PTO-948) attached 
1) □hereto or 2) □ to Paper No./Mail Date . 

(b) □ including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Comment or in the Office action of 
Paper No./Mail Date . 

Identifying indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1.84(c)) should be written on the drawinas in the frnnt /nM fh^ ko^u\ 
each sheet. Replacement sheet(s) should be labeled as such in the header accorXg trsrCFR 1 .1^) * ^ 

^' ° °« O''.^"^^^^ INFORMATION about the deposit of BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL must be submitted. Note the 
.attached Examiner's comment regarding REQUIREMENT FOR THE DEPOSIT OF BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL. 



Attachment(s) 

1 . □ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2. □ Notice of Draftperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3. □ Information Disclosure Statements (PTO-1449 or PTO/SB/08). 

Paper NoVMail Date 

4. □ Examiner's Comment Regarding Requirement for Deposit 
of Biological Material 



5. □ Notice of Infonnal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

6. □ Interview Summary (PTO-413), 

Paper No./Mail Date . 

7. S Examiner's Amendment/Comment 

8. 13 Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance 
9. □ Other . 
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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Dexter T. Chang on 9/12/06. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

In the claims: 

See attached pages 2-14. 
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1. (previously presented) A drawing method, comprising the steps of: 
setting a value for expressing distance from a virtual viewpoint to every predetennined 

compositional unit of a first image; 

generating a second image from the first image; 

defining a coefficient corresponding to the value for expressing the distance set to every 
predetennined compositional unit, wherein the coefficient is defined using a predetermined byte 
when the value for expressing the distance for every predetennined compositional unit is 
composed of at least three bytes; 

synthesizing the first image and the second image based on the coefHcient defined for 
every predetennined compositional unit; and 

ouiputting the synthesized image. 

2. (original) The drawing method according to Claim 1> wherein the coefficient is 
extracted from a tabic having a plurality of coefficients gradationally composed therein using the 
value for expressing the distance for every predetermined compositional unit as an index. 

3. (canceled) 

4. (previously presented) The drawing method according to Claim 1, wherein the second 
byte is selected as the predetcraiined byte for the case that the value is composed of three bytes. 
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5. (original) The drawing method according to Claim 1, wherein the coefficient is defined 
as a semi-transparent coefficient such that increasing a ratio of tlie second image as the distance 
from the virtual viewpoint increases. 

6. (original) The drawing method according to Claim 1 , wherein the second image is 
generated by subjecting the first image to a predetermined image processing. 

7. (original) The drawing method according to Claim 6, wherein the predetermined image 
processing for the first image is blunring. 

8. (original) The drawing method according to Claim 1 , wherein the second image is 
generated using an arbitrary color. 

9' (original) The drawing method according to Claim 1, wherein the predetermined 
compositional unit is a pixeL 

10. (previously presented) A drawing device, comprising: 

a distance setting means for setting a value for expressing distance &om a virtual 
viewpoint to every predetennined compositional unit of a first image; 

an image generation means for generating a second image from the first image; 

a coefficient definition means for defining a coefficient corresponding to the value for 
expressing the distance set to every predetermined compositional unit, wherein the coefficient is 

B4I6I132_1 
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defined using a predetermined byte when the value for expressing the distance for every 
predetermined compositional unit is composed of at least three bytes; 

a synthetic means for synthesizing the first image and the second image based on the 
coefficient defined for every predetermined compositional unit; and 

an output means for outputting the synttiesized image. 

11. (original) The drawing device according to Claim 1 0, wherein the coefficient 
definition means extracts the coefficient from a table having a plurality of coefficients 
gradationally composed therein using the value for expressing the distance for every 
predetermined compositional unit as an index. 

12. (canceled) 

1 3- (previously presented) The drawing device according to Claim 1 0., wherein the 
coefficient definition means selects the second byte as the predetermined byte for the case that 
the value is composed of three bytes. 

14. (origijiaJ) The drawing device according to Claim 10, wherein the coefficient 
definition means defines the coefficient as a semi-transparent coefficient such that increasing a 
ratio of the second image as the distance firom the virtual viewpoint increases. 
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15. (original) The drawing device according lo Claim 10, wherein the image generation 
means generates tlie second image by subjecting the first image to a predetermined image 
processing. 

16. (original) The drawing device according to Claim 15, wherein the image generation 
means subjects the first miage to blurring as the predetermined image processing, 

1 7. (original) The drawing device according to Claim 10, wherein the image generation 
means generates the second image using an arbitrary color. 

18. (original) The drawing device according to Claim 10, wherein the distance setting 
means sets the distance for every pixel as a compositional unit. 

19. (previously presented) A computer-readable recording medium having recorded 
therein a draw processing program to be executed on a computer, the draw processing program 
comprising: 

a distance setting step for setting a value expressing distance from a virtual viewpoint to 
every predetemiined compositional unit of a fii'st image; 

an image generation step for generating a second image from the first image; 

a coefficient definition step for defining a coefficient corresponding to the value for 
expressing the distance set to every predetermined compositional unit; 

a synthetic step for synthesizing the first image and the second image based on the 
coefficient defined for every predetemnined compositional tmit; and 

84161 132_1 
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an output step for outputting the synthesized image, 

wherein the coefficient definition step further coniprises a step for defining such 
coefficient using a predetermined byte for the case that the value for expressing the distance for 
every predetejTnined compositional unit is at least three bytes. 



20. (original) The computer-readable recording medium having recorded therein a draw 
processing program according to Claim 19, wlierein the coefficient definition step further 
comprises a step for extracting such coefficient from a table ha\ing a plurality of coefficients 
gradaiionally composed thej-ein using the value for expressing the distance for every 
predetermined compositional unit as an index. 



21. (canceled) 

22. (previously presented) Tlie computer-readable recording medium having recorded 
therein a draw processing program according to Claim 19, wherein the coefficient definition step 
further comprises a step for selecting the second byte as the predetermined byte for the case that 
the value is composed of three bytes. 

23. (original) The computer-readable recording medium having recorded therein a draw 
processing program according to Claim 19> wherein the coefficient definition step fiirther 
comprises a step for defining as such coefficient a semi-transparent coefficient such that 
increasing a ratio of the second image as the distance from the virtual viewpoint increases. 
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24, (original) The computer-readable recording medium having recorded therein a draw 
processing program according to Claim 19, wherein the image generation step further comprises 
a step for generating the second image by subjecting the first image to a predetermined image 
processing. 

25, (original) The computer-readable recording medium having recorded therein a draw 
processing program according to Claim 24, wherein the image generation step funher 
comprismg a step for subjecting the fu^t image to blurring as the predetermined image 
processing. 

26, (original) The computer-readable recording medium having recorded therein a draw 
processing program according to Claim 19, wherein the image generation step further comprises 
a step for generating an image composed of an arbitrary color as the second image, 

27, (original) The computer-readable recording medium having recorded therein a draw 
processing program according to Claim 19, wherein the prcdetennined compositional unit is a 
pixel. 

28, (currently amended) A program execution device ibr executing a draw processing 
progra m; , said program execution device including a memory wherein the draw processing 
program is stored, such draw processing program comprising: 

a distance setting step for setting a value expressing distatice from a virtual viewpoint to 
every predetermined compositional unit of a first image; 

K416n32 1 
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ai) image generation step for generating a second image from the first image; 

a coefficient definition step for defining a coefficient coiresponding to the value for 
expressing the distance set lo every predetermined compositionjil unit; 

a synthetic step for synthesizing the first image and the second image based on the 
coefficient defined for every predetermined compositional unit; and 

an output step for outputting the synthesized image, 

wherein the coefficient definition step further comprises a step for defining such 
coefficient using a predetermined byte for the case that the value for expressing the distance for 
every predetermined compositional unit is at least three bytes. 

29, (original) The program execution device for executing a draw processing program 
according to Claim 28, wherein the coefficient definition step further comprises a step for 
extracting such coefficient from a table having a plurality of coefficients gradationally composed 
therein using the value for expressing the distance for every predetermined compositional unit as 
an index. 

30, (canceled) 

31 , (previously presented) The program execution device for executing a draw processing 
program according to Claim 28, wherein the coefficient definition step further comprises a step 
for selecting the second byte as the predetermined byte for the case that the value is composed of 
three bytes. 

R4I6|132_1 
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32. (original) The program execution device for executing a draw processing program 
according to Claim 28, wherein the coeflfiicient definition step further comprises a step for 
defining as such coefficient a semi-transparent coefficient such that increasing a ratio of the 
second image as the distance from the virtual viewpoint increases. 

33. (original) The program execution device for executing a draw processing program 
according to Claim 28, wherein the image generation step further comprises a step for generating 
the second image by subjecthig the first image to a predetermined image processing. 

34. (original) The program execution device for exccuthig a draw processing program 
according to CJaim 33, wherein the image generation step further comprises a step for subjecting 
the first image to blurring as the predetermined image processing. 

35. (original) The program execution device for executing a draw processing program 
according to Claim 28, wherein the image generation step further comprises a step for generating 
an image composed of an arbitrary color as the second image. 

36. (original) The program execution device for executing a draw processing program 
according to Claim 28, wherein the predetermined compositional unit is a pixel. 

37. (currently amended) A draw processing program to be executed on a computer^ 
said computer including a memorv wherein the draw processing program is stored, said draw 
nrocessing program comprising: 

MI6U32J 
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a distance setting step for setting a value expressing distance from a virtual viewpoint to 
^every predetermined compositional unit of a first image; 

an image generation step for generating a second image from the first image; 

a coefficient definition step for defining a coefficient corresponding to the value for 
expressing the distance set to every predetermined compositional unit; 

a synthetic step for synthesizing the first image and the second image based on the 
coefficient defined for every predetermined compositional unit; and 

an output step for outputting tiie synthesized image, 

wherein tlie coefficient definition step further comprises a step for defining such 
coefficient using a predetermined byte for the case that the value for expressing the distance for 
every predetermined compositional unit is at least three bytes, 

38. (previously presented) A drawing device comprising: 

a distance setting unit for setting a value expressing distance fi-om a virtual viewpoint to 
every predetermined compositional unit of a first image; 

an image generation unit for generating a second image from the first image; 

a coefficient definition unit for defining a coefficient corresponding to the value for 
expressing the distance set to every predetermined compositional unit, wherein the coefficient is 
defined using a predetermined byte when the value for expressing the distance for every 
predetermined compositional imit is composed of at least three bytes; 

a synthetic unit for synthesizing the first image and the second image based on the 
coefficient defined for every predetermined compositional unit; and 

an output unit for outputting the synthesized image. 

84101133.1 
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39. (previously presented) A drawing method, comprising the steps of: 

setting a value for expressing distance from a virtual viewpoint to every predetermined 
compositional unit of a first image; 

generating a second image from the first image; 

defining a coefficient corresponding to the value for expressing the distance set to every 
predetermined compositional unit; 

synthesizing the first image and the second image based on die coefficient defined for 
every predetermined compositional unit; and 

outputting the synthesized image, 

wherein die second image is generated by subjecting the first image to a predetermined 
image processing that is blurring. 

40, (previously presented) A drawing method, comprising the steps of; 

setting a value for expressing distance from a virtual viewpoint to every predetetmined 
compositional unit of a first image; 

generating a second image from the first image; 

defining an a blending coefficient corresponding to die value for expressing the distance 
set to every predetermined compositional luiit; 

synthesizing the first image and the second image based on the coefficient defined for 
every predetermined compositional unit; and 

outputting the synthesized image, 

wherein: 

84 I fill 32 J 
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the value for expressing the distance for every predetennined compositional unit is 
composed of twenty four bits, and 

the a blending coefificicnt is defined using successive predetermined bits of the twenty 

four bits. 



41. (previously presented) A drawing device, comprising: 

a distance setting means for setting a value for expressing distance from a virtual 
viewpoint to every predetermined compositional unit of a first image; 

an imaged generation means for generating a second image from the first image; 

a coefficient definition means for defining an a blending coefficient corresponding to the 
value for expressing the distance set to every predetermined compositional unit; 

a synthetic means for syntliesizing the first image and the second image based on the 
coefficient defined for every predetermined compositional unit; and 

an output means for outputting the synthesized image, 

wherein; 

the value for expressing the distance for every predetermined compositional unit is 
composed of twenty four bits, and 

the a blending coefficient is defined using successive predetermined bits of the twenty 

four bits. 



42. (previously presented) A computer-readable recording mediimi having recorded 
therein a draw processing program to be executed on a computer, the draw processing program 
performing the steps of: 
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setting a value for expressing distance from a virtual viewpouit to every predetermined 
compositional unit of a first image; 

generating a second image from the first image; 

defining an a blending coefficient conresponding to the value for expressing the distance 
set to every predetermined compositional unit; 

syntl^esizing the first image and the second image based on the coefficient defined for 
every predetermined compositional unit; and 

outputting the synthesized image, 

wherein: 

the value for expressing the distance for every predetemuned compositional unit is 
composed of twenty four bits, and 

the a blending coefficient is defined using successive predeteraiined bits of the twenty 

four bits. 

43. (currently amended) A program execution device for executing a draw processing 
prnpram , ftaid pro ^rain execution device includina a memory wherem the draw processing 
pro gram is stored, the draw processing program performing the steps of: 

setting a value for expressing distance from a virtual viewpoint to every predetermined 
compositional unit of a first image; 

generating a second image from the first image; 

defining an a blending coefficient corresponding to the value for expressing the distance 
set to every predetermined compositional unit^ 
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synthesizing the first image and the second image based on the coefficient defined for 
every predetermined compositional unit; and 
outputting the synthesized image, 
wherein: 

the value for expressing the distance for every predetermined compositional unit is 

composed of twenty four bits, and 

the a blending coefficient is defined using successive predetermined bits of the twenty 

four bits. 
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Response to Amendment 



ir Applicant's amendment filed on 7/28/06 has been entered and made of record. 

By this amendment, claims 3,12, 21 and 30 are canceled. Claims 1-2, 4-1 1.13- 
20. 22-29 and 31-43 are pending in the application. 

In response to applicant's amendment to claims 40-43, the rejection under 35 
U.S.C. 112, first paragraph has been withdrawn. 



3. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

Claims 1-2, 4-11, 13-20, 22-29, 31-43 (renumbered as 1-39) are allowed. 
Claims 1-2. 4-1 1 , 13-20, 22-29 and 31-39 were allowed in the last office action 
mailed on 5/5/06. Further, in response to applicant's amendment and persuasive 
arguments (see page 15 of the remarks filed on 7/28/06) with respect to claims 40-43 
the rejection under 112, first paragraph has been withdrawn and all the pending claims 
(1-2, 4-1 1 , 13-20 and 22-29. 31-43) are allowed now. 

4- Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 
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Contact Information 



6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kanji Patel whose telephone number is (571 ) 272-7454. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Thursday from 8 a.m. to 6:30 
p.m. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Bella, Matthew can be reached on (571) 272-7778. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571)-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status infomriation for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more infonmation about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). 

Kanji Patel 
Art Unit 2624 
9/16/06 
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